January 17, 2017

State Director Amy Lueders

Bureau of Land Management

301Dinosaur Trail

Santa Fe, NM 87508

alueders@blm.gov
RE: Opposition to January 25, 2017 Lease Sale 

On January 25, 2017 the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) plans to auction 843 more acres of public lands near Chaco Culture National Historical Park for horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing of the Mancos Shale/Gallup Formations.  These parcels are Navajo tribal trust surface lands with federal minerals, and were previously deferred three times because the BLM acknowledged that tribal consultation and environmental justice analysis were insufficient.
Navajo families continue to reside on all four parcels proposed for auction. The effects of new oil development (even at the periphery) could deprive them of their birthright and the birthright of generations to come.
The BLM recently announced that Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is now more involved with the current Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (RMPA/EIS) being prepared specifically to analyze impacts from Mancos Shale/Gallup Formation oil and gas drilling and development.  Involvement from BIA is welcome but long over due as the vast majority of leasing has already been completed without adequate consultation with Navajo communities and local governments. 
The BLM Farmington Field Office (FFO) has already leased 91 percent of its lands to oil and gas development, and approved over 400 Mancos Shale fracking wells in the Greater Chaco area. Staff has ignored significant impacts including, but not limited to, reported health and safety concerns of local communities, damage to sacred cultural sites, as well as air and water pollution.  
Tribal consultation by BLM has been flawed, remains incomplete, and fails to comply with National Historic Preservation Act requirements.  The BLM has approved wells using a 13-year old Resource Management Plan (2003) that never analyzed the impacts of multi-tier fracking, horizontal drilling, and impacts to this part of the BLM planning area. The new RMPA/EIS is not expected to be complete for another two years and further leasing should be halted until the plan is complete and has been reviewed.
The ten Eastern Agency chapters that are within the FFO RMPA planning area as well as the Eastern Navajo Agency Council (composed of officials from all 31 Eastern Agency chapters) have passed a resolution opposing the January 2017 lease sale, future lease sales, and related drilling approvals in the Mancos Shale/Gallup formation until a reasonable revenue sharing mechanism is developed, and the RMPA is complete with a full study of environmental and health impacts and environmental justice analysis.

We ask New Mexico BLM to cancel ALL oil and gas lease sales in the Farmington Field Office and stop approving permits to drill in the Mancos Shale/Gallup Formation of Greater Chaco, recognizing that they have no plan in place that has studied Mancos shale development that requires modern horizontally drilled hydraulic fracturing technology. Until meaningful and lawful consultation occurs with impacted communities, and environmental justice issues are fully assessed, there is no justification to proceed with the oil and gas lease sale contemplated for January 25, 2017. 
We request that BLM cancel the proposed lease sale.

Sincerely,

s/
Harry Domingo
President, Counselor Chapter

s/

George Werito, Jr.

President, Ojo Encino Chapter

s/
Dave Rico

President, Torreon/Starlake Chapter

s/
Ervin Chavez
President, Nageezi Chapter
With the following 102 organizations signed on in support:
350.org
350 New Mexico
4CornersIdleNoMore

Action Oriented

Amigos Bravos

Blancett Ranches

Bluewater Valley Downstream Alliance
Catholic Charities of Gallup
Campaign to END SACRIFICE ZONES
Center for Biological Diversity
Center for Diverse Landscapes

Center for Peace and Sustainability
Chaco Alliance
Citizens for Fair Rates and the Environment
Clean Air Media
Climate Disobedience Center
Confluence Collective

Conservation Voters New Mexico

Counselor Chapter 
Diné Citizens Against Ruining our Environment
Dooda (NO) Desert Rock
Dooda Fracking
Earth Care
Earthworks 
Elders Rising
Environment New Mexico
Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition
Food & Water Watch
Forgotten People Organization
Frack Free Four Corners
Frack Free New Mexico
Frack Off Chaco

Friends of the Earth
Great March for Climate Action
Great Old Broads for Wilderness
Greenpeace
Idle No More Four Corners

Indigenous Environmental Network

Indigenous Life Ways

Inter Tribal Territories Recovery Institute
I Stand With Standing Rock

Juntos New Mexico

Larry W Emerson, Diné activist, scholar, farmer from Tsédaak’áán Community, Diné Nation

Laguna-Acoma Coalition for a Safe Environment

Livelihoods Knowledge Exchange Network
Louise Benally, International Human & Environmental Justice, Diné Nation
Lybrook Community Ministries 
Max & Anna Levinson Foundation
Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment (MASE)
MPG Consulting
Nageezi Chapter
Native Voters Alliance
Natural Resources Defense Council 

New Energy Economy
New Mexico Climate Action
New Mexico Conference of Churches
New Mexico Environmental Law Center
New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light
New Mexico MoveOn.org
New Mexico Story Power
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
New Mexico Wildlife Federation
Northern New Mexico Climate Activists
Northern New Mexico Group Rio Grande Chapter of Sierra Club 

Ojo Encino Chapter
Our Revolution New Mexico
Partnership for Earth Spirituality
Pavillion Area Concerned Citizens
PNM Shareholders for a Responsible Future
Positive Energy Solar
Power Through Peace 
Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada
Pueblo Action Alliance
Pueblo Gathering for the Protection of Greater Chaco 
Rainforest Action Network
Red Warrior Camp, Standing Rock
Resolutions Unlimited
Rio Arriba Concerned Citizens
San Juan Citizens Alliance
Santa Fe Green Chamber of Commerce
Science & Environmental Health Network
SEEDs of SW NM - Securing Economic and Energy Democracy 
Sierra Club
Southwest Native Cultures
SW Indigenous Uranium Forum

Stop Fracking the Rio Grande Valley
Stop the Frack Attack Advisory Council
Tewa Women United
The Global Warming Express Climate Kids Think Tank
The Solstice Project 
To Nizhoni Ani 
Torreon Chapter 
Tri-Chapter Health Impact Assessment Committee
United Native Americans
University of New Mexico
U.S. Climate Plan
Wagon Mound Development Association
Wasatch Rising Tide
Water Protectors of New Mexico
Western Environmental Law Center
WildEarth Guardians
Wild Watershed
cc: 
Senator Tom Udall

Senator Martin Heinrich


Representative Ben Ray Luján


Representative Michelle Lujan Grisham


Bureau of Land Management Director Neil Kornze


Bureau of Land Management Project Manager Mark Ames


New Mexico State Representatives

